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This research study engaged college students in the process of higher education research, 
utilizing a community-based participatory action research (CBPAR) approach. CBPAR is a 
partnership approach to research that typically involves engagement between academic 
researchers and community actors with the aim of gaining a more grounded understanding of 
a given phenomenon. The research team is comprised of four NEIU students who identify as 
Muslim American women and who are members and officers of the NEIU Muslim Student 
Association (MSA), plus two research mentors, one from NEIU and the other from the 
University of Wisconsin. The study used semi-structured qualitative interviews to investigate 
the college and career preparation experiences of Muslim American students with different 
racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic backgrounds. The research team documented how family 
culture—as informed by race and ethnicity, religion, and social class—impacts Muslim 
American student orientations toward higher education as well as their professional career 
paths. The team also identified student experiences with religious minoritization on campus 
and in the community, the positive impacts of a diverse and welcoming campus culture, and 
the role of student organizations in supporting and advocating for Muslim American studies 
on campus.  
 
 
 
 
